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INTRODUCTION 
 

Easy Reading for ESL Students – Starter 1 is a 
comprehensive reader designed especially for beginning 
and intermediate students of English as a Second 
Language. The book was developed and tested by full-time 
teachers of English.  
 
There are twelve short stories. Each story is designed to 
engage students in a well-rounded language learning 
experience. There are vocabulary, comprehension, 
speaking, and writing exercises following each story.   
 
The stories are entertaining and have plot twists and 
surprise endings. Teachers of English as a Second 
Language will enjoy using them to engage students on a 
wide range of topics and interests. 
 
The stories are short (300 – 400 words). Each story and its 
exercises can be completed in 60 minutes. 
 
This book is for everybody who wants to improve their 
English. It’s fun to learn English by reading interesting 
stories. 
 
You can also download a free audio version of the book 
read by a professional actor. See page 76. 
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A CHAT WITH A LION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ian loves flying. He loves looking at the country from the 

sky. He loves the feeling of freedom when he flies. Ian’s 
hobby is hang-gliding.  

Ian is a lucky young man. Why? Hang-gliding is not just 
his hobby. It is also his work. He often tests hang-gliders 
and small planes for a big company. 

Ian often travels – Canada, Mexico, Madagascar, 
Argentina, Japan, Australia, New Zealand. He goes hang-
gliding all over the world. 

One day he is hang-gliding near Cape Town, South 
Africa. The country is beautiful. He sees mountains, rocks, 
forests and the blue ocean. Ian is very excited. 

Suddenly a strong wind starts blowing. Ian flies up and 
down, to the left and to the right. He can’t control his hang-
glider. 

For an hour Ian is in the air. Then suddenly he begins to 
come down.  

“Oh no!” Ian yells. He is flying into a zoo. He is flying 
very low now. He sees the animals – antelopes, zebras, 
elephants, giraffes and lions. 

“Oh dear, not lions, please, not lions!” Ian yells. 
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Ian lands in the lion’s enclosure. Two lions are lying just 
200 feet away from him.  

The lions see him. One of the lions gets up and slowly 
walks toward Ian. Ian is terrified. 

“Please do not hurt me,” Ian says to the lion. I like cats. I 
have a cat at home. His name is Peanut.” 

The lion stops. It looks at Ian. Then it turns around and  
walks away. 

Suddenly Ian hears a helicopter. The helicopter lands 
near Ian, and Ian gets into the helicopter. He is safe. 

“Thank you,” Ian says to the man in the helicopter. 
“You’re a lucky man,” the man says. “The lion is not 

hungry.” 
“I think the lion knows I like cats,” Ian says, and he 

smiles. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   l   i   o   n . 

2.   z  __  b  __  a . 

3.   g  __  r   a  __  f   e .  

4.   e  __  e   p  __  a   n   t . 

5.   o  __  e  __  n . 

6.   f  __  r  __  s   t . 

7.   m  __  u   n  __  a   i   n . 

8.   r   o  __  k . 

 
 

the king of the jungle 

it has black & white stripes 

it has a long neck 

it has a long trunk 

a lot of water 

a lot of trees 

Mount Everest 

a stone 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   c   h   a   t . 

2.   t   e  __  t . 

3.   b  __  o   w . 

4.   c  __  n   t  __  o   l . 

5.  __  e   l   l . 

6.   h  __  r   t . 

7.   h   e  __  r . 

8.   l  __  n   d . 

 
 

small talk 

to try out new things 

wind does it 

to make things work as you want 

to speak loudly 

to cause pain 

to use your ears 

to come onto the ground 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.  Ian loves looking at the country from the ocean. 
     b.  Ian loves looking at the country from the sky. 
 
2.  a.  Ian loves the feeling of security. 
     b.  Ian loves the feeling of freedom. 
 
3.  a.  Ian is a lucky young man. 
     b.  Ian is a happy young man. 
 
4.  a.  When Ian flies, he is sad. 
     b.  When Ian flies, he is excited. 
 
5.  a.  Ian sees lions. He is terrified. 
     b.  Ian sees lions. He is excited. 
 
6.  a.  Ian gets into the helicopter. He is safe. 
     b.  Ian gets into the helicopter. He is in danger. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Ian can’t control his hang-glider. 

        1     The wind starts blowing. 

2.   ___   Ian lands in the lion’s enclosure. 

      ___   Ian begins to come down. 

3.   ___   The lion sees Ian. 

      ___   The lion gets up. 

4.   ___   The helicopter lands. 

      ___   Ian is safe. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Ian loves flying because     e  .  

Ian is a lucky young man because   ___ 

Ian can’t control the hang-glider because   ___ 

The lion gets up because   ___  

Ian is terrified because   ___  

Ian is safe because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

a strong wind starts blowing. 

his hobby is his work, too. 

it sees Ian. 

he gets into the helicopter. 

he loves the feeling of freedom when he flies. 

the lion walks towards him. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What is Ian’s hobby? 

2.  What is Ian’s work? 

3.  Where does Ian travel?  

4.  Where is Ian hang-gliding? 

5.  Where does Ian land? 

6.  Who helps Ian? 

 

In the lion’s enclosure. 

All around the world. 

Testing hang-gliders. 

A man in a helicopter. 

Hang-gliding. 

Near Cape Town. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

travels 

towards 

enclosure 

smiles 

antelopes 

hobby 

 
1.  Hang-gliding is Ian’s   hobby           . 

2.  Ian ____________ all around the world. 

3.  Ian sees ____________ and other animals. 

4.  Ian lands in the lion’s ____________. 

5.  The lion gets up and slowly walks ____________ Ian. 

6.  Ian is safe. He is happy. He ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Ian’s hobby is watching animals. Right? 

       No, it is not. His hobby is hang-gliding.                        . 

2.  Ian makes hang-gliders and small planes. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Ian travels only to South Africa. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Ian flies into the forest. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The lion walks towards Ian. Ian is very happy. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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JACK 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John walks into a pet store. He wants to get a pet. 
Maybe a cat or a dog. John is not sure. He wants to talk to 
a sales clerk about it. 

“Hello!” somebody yells.  
John looks around him, but he doesn’t see anybody. 

There are a lot of animals in the store – dogs, cats, rabbits, 
birds, fish. There are also turtles and snakes. But John 
doesn’t see any people. So who is speaking?  

Then a sales clerk comes. “Good morning,” he says. 
“Can I help you, sir?” 

“Yes, please. I want to get a pet,” John says. “I feel 
lonely sometimes. You know? I want a friend.” 

“Well,” the clerk says. “Dogs are usually good friends. I 
can sell you a Labrador. This one costs $1,000. Cats are 
also good friends. I can sell you a Persian cat. This one 
costs $500. And if you are too busy, I can sell you a gold 
fish. This one costs $100.” 

“Hello!” somebody yells. 
“Who is that talking?” John asks. 
The sales clerk smiles. “That’s Jack – the parrot over 

there.” 
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John looks at the parrot. It is a big parrot. It is red, green 
and blue. 

“Are parrots good friends?” John asks. 
“Well,” the sales clerk says. “They can be.”  
“How much is the parrot?” John asks. 
“This parrot is free. Take him if you want.” 
John takes the parrot. He brings him home. He can’t 

understand why the parrot was free. He is so beautiful, and 
he can speak! 

John wakes up in the middle of the night. He hears his 
alarm clock. He gets up and looks at his alarm clock. It’s 
3:30 in the morning. He doesn’t understand. He set his 
alarm clock for 6:30. 

Then he hears the alarm clock again. But the sound is 
not coming from his alarm clock. It’s Jack. 

“Hello!” Jack yells. “Good morning, John!” 
“Good morning, Jack,” John says. Now he understands 

why Jack was free. He is a little joker. He can imitate the 
alarm clock. John is not very happy about this, but he can’t 
say he feels lonely. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   c   a   t . 

2.   t  __  r  __  l   e . 

3.   s  __  a  __   e .  

4.   d  __   g . 

5.   p  __  r   r  __  t . 

6.   r  __  b  __  i   t . 

7.   c  __  e  __   k . 

8.  __  o   k __  r . 

 
 

a favorite pet 

a very slow animal 

often a dangerous animal 

a pet – man’s best friend 

a bird that can speak 

an animal with long ears 

he works in a store 

he makes jokes 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   s   o   m   e   t   i   m   e   s . 

2.   u  __  u  __  l   l   y . 

3.   c  __  s    t .  

4.   b   u  __  y . 

5.   b  __  i  __  g . 

6.   s  __  t . 

7.   s  __  u  __  d . 

8.   i   m   __  t  __  t   e . 

 
 

not often 

very often 

price 

a lot of work 

to take with you 

choose time on a clock 

something that you hear 

to copy something 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   John walks into a grocery store.   
     b.   John walks into a pet store. 
 
2.  a.   John wants to buy dog food. 
     b.   John wants to buy a pet. 
 
3.  a.   John talks to a sales clerk in the pet store. 
     b.   John talks to a friend in the pet store. 
 
4.  a.   John gets a dog 
     b.   John gets a parrot. 
        
5.  a.   The parrot cost $1,000. 
     b.   The parrot was free. 
 
6.  a.   The parrot can imitate an alarm clock. 
     b.   The parrot can set an alarm clock. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     “Hello,” somebody yells.      

        1     John walks into a pet store.      

2.   ___   John talks to the sales clerk. 

      ___   John gets a parrot. 

3.   ___   John brings the parrot home. 

      ___   John wakes up in the middle of the night. 

4.   ___   John looks at his alarm clock. 

      ___   John hears his alarm clock. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

John walks into a pet store because     e  . 

John wants to buy a pet because   ___    

John speaks to the sales clerk because   ___ 

The sales clerk offers John a dog because   ___  

John wakes up at 3:30 because  ___  

The parrot was for free because  ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he feels lonely sometimes. 

dogs are usually good friends. 

he hears an alarm. 

he is a little joker. 

he wants to buy a pet.  

he doesn’t know which pet is a good friend.   

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What does John want to get? 

2.  How does John feel? 

3.  Where does John go? 

4.  Who does John speak to? 

5.  What does John get? 

6.  When does John wake up? 

To a pet store. 

The sales clerk. 

A parrot. 

At 3:30.  

Lonely. 

A pet. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

maybe 

free 

hears 

wakes up 

lonely 

sure 

 
1.  John lives alone. He feels   lonely             sometimes. 

2.  He wants to get a pet – ____________ a dog or a cat. 

3.  He is not ____________ about that. 

4.  He doesn’t pay for the parrot. He is ____________. 

5.  John is sleeping, but suddenly he ____________. 

6.  He wakes up because he ____________ the alarm. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  John goes to the pet store to buy dog food. Right? 

       No, he doesn’t. He goes to the pet shop to buy a pet.  . 

2.  John wants to talk to a parrot. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Snakes are usually good friends. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  The parrot costs $1,000. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The parrot can imitate the sound of John’s car. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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TREE HUGGERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ann lives in a little house near the woods. She is not 

married, and she has no children. Ann lives alone. 
Ann works at a restaurant. She is a waitress.  
In her free time she likes to go hiking in the woods. She 

likes being outside very much.  
Ann is a busy woman, but she feels lonely sometimes. 
She has a sister. Her name is Betty. But Betty is married 

and has two children. Betty rarely talks to Ann.  
Ann has a few friends, but they are also married and 

have children. They don’t have much time for Ann. 
One day Ann watches a TV show about people who hug 

trees. 
“A tree is your best friend,” the woman on TV says. “Hug 

a tree, and you will feel the positive energy entering your 
body.” 

Ann doesn’t believe it. But one day when she is hiking in 
the woods, she tries it. She is surprised. She really feels 
something positive. She feels good. 

One evening, Ann feels lonely and sad. She calls her 
sister, but her sister doesn’t have time to talk to her. She is  


